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 The Tigers, Trojans, Tide, Buckeyes, Longhorns,  Sooners, and Gators all played in Major Bowl Games and now ldid the best  in the Recruiting Wars!

  1.  LSU     1,348.20
  2.  USC     1,296.20
 3.  ALA    1,294.40
  4. OHST   1,284.22
   5.  TEX     1,258.57
    6.  OU       1,246.93
     7.  FLA      1,238.40
     8. MICH    1,228.80
     9.  UNC      1,197.27
    10.  UGA     1,196.87
    11. TENN     1,195.27
     12. MIA       1,180.87
     13. ARK      1,178.06

CLICK BELOW
FOR
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2009
 NATIONAL RECRUITING CHAMPIONSHIP
PLAQUEMINE, Louisiana - After evaluating over 70 college teams, I am pleased to announce my 2009 Top 25 Teams in the Country in Recruiting. I have averaged each player to get a final average rating value for each school!

14. FSU     1,177.33
15. SCAR    1,176.60
16. AUB       1,173.67
17. MICH ST 1,172.93
18. A&M      1,172.67
19. CLEM     1,171.60
20. PSU       1,169.13
21. MISS     1,166.87
22. ND         1,165.13
23. MISS ST 1,164.67
24. NEB       1,163.33
25. WVA      1,158.87
26. OK ST    1,155.07
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2009
 NATIONAL RECRUITING CHAMPIONSHIP

1. LOUISIANA STATE – 1,348.20  Points





QB Chris Garrett 


FS Craig Loston
There was little doubt by anyone who was thought to have had the best recruiting class, but it was certainly a lot closer than most people think. In any other year, both LSU and Southern Cal would have been hands down the winner, and both the Tigers and Trojans got my #1 quarterback in the country. The Tigers got Russell Shepard, who I have rated as the #1 player in the country and also the #1 athletic quarterback. As a quarterback, Shepard rushed for 1,947 yards and scored 29 touchdowns. The one player who gets lost in all of his publicity is Chris Garrett, a dropback quarterback sensation. Both quarterbacks have already enrolled in school and they will go through spring training. My surprise players in this class include Garrett and Drayton Calhoun who is an electrifying athlete who can score on any play and RB Michael Ford is a Parade All-American running back. New Defensive Coordinator John Chavis was particularly happy with new defensive linemen DT Chris Davenport, DT Josh Downs, DE Sam Montgomery,  and JUCO Super Star Aklem Hicks, four more great defensive linemen coming to Baton Rouge.  ATH Morris Claiborne, OT Stavion Lowe, OC Carneal Ainsworth, and DE Bennie Logan could be the surprises of this great Tiger class. Lowe was an outstanding tackle from Texas and Ainsworth will be moved from tackle to center. Josh Johns is another great athlete and he will become  a "grayshirt" and come to school in January of 2010. On National Signing Day, the Tigers grabbed Montgomery, WR Rueben Randle, and LB Barkevious Mingo, all on my All-American Team. Randle is another Parade All-American. The Tigers got five Parade All-Americans.
FUTURE TIGER ALL-AMERICANS & ASSET RATING: QB/ATH Russell Shepard - 1,300 ASSET; IR Drayton Calhoun - 1,246 ASSET; DT Chris Davenport - 1,286 ASSET; WR Reuban Randle - 1,287 ASSET; FS Craig Loston - 1,283 ASSET; RB Michael Ford - 1,245 ASSET; DE SAM Montgomery - 1,270 ASSET; DT Josh Downs - 1,246 ASSET; LB Barkevious Mingo - 1,246 ASSET; OT Chris Faulk - 1,243 ASSET; and JUCO DT Aklem Hicks - 1,250 ASSET.
SURPRISE PLAYERS: Lamin Barrow, Josh Williford, Morris Claiborne, Carneal Ainsworth, Stavion Lowe, Josh Johns, Dominique Allen, Bennie Logan, and Chris Garrett.
TIGER PARADE ALL-AMERICANS: Shepard, Randle, Loston, Ford, and Faulk.
MAX EMFINGER ALL-AMERICANS: Shepard, Loston, Randle, Ford, Faulk, Montgomery, Downs, Mingo,  Calhoun, Hicks, and Davenport.
2. SOUTHERN CAL – 1,296.20 Points





QB Matt Barkley
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FS Jawanza Starling
Again, the Trojans have one of the best recruiting classes of any team in a the country, but they were just bearly edged out by LSU. The Trojans continue to recruit and get one of the best  passing quarterbacks in the country. Matt Barkley  is the best dropback quarterback that I have seen this year, but he will have to earn and learn his position, just like all of the other USC All-American quarterbacks before him. The Trojans went to the South and picked up three All-American players in LB Jarvis Jones from Georgia; LB Frankie Teiford fom Florida; and FS Jawanza Starling from Florida. Patrick Hall is another Freak of Nature who can play a lot of positions at the next level. Super Star JUCO DT Hebron Fanagupo will rotate in the fall. Watch for Torin Harris. Harris did a 43 inch VJ and a 4.1 in the shuttle. Kevin Graft and John Martinez are two more future Trojan All-Americans on the offensive line. Simione Vehikite could be the biggest surprise. Vehikite was a Super Combine Freak at my Hawaii Combine in 2007 when he ran a 4.6 in the forty, ran a 4.2 in the shuttle, and did a 38 VJ. He was 245 pounds at that time. The Trojans are going to play him at fullback and he will be sensational at that position. Vehikite is also a very aggressive defensive end.  T.J. McDonald is the son of former NFL star Tim McDonald and he is a hard-hitting safety just like his father. Byron Moore is another great free safety. The iceing on the Trojan Cake is the news that DE Devon Kennard will also become a Trojan on his way to the NFL. Kennard is my top rated DE in the country. 
FUTURE TROJAN ALL-AMERICANS & ASSET RATING: DE Devon Kennard - 1,299 ASSET; QB Matt Barkley - 1,298 ASSET; LB Jarvis Jones - 1,249 ASSET; FS Jawanza Starling - 1,267 ASSET;  DT Hebron Fangupo - 1,242 ASSET; SS T.J. McDonald - 1,259 ASSET; OT Kevin Graft - 1,241 ASSET; LB Frankie Teiford - 1,240 ASSET; ATH Patrick Hall - 1,253 ASSET, and OC John Martinez - 1,245 ASSET.
SURPRISE PLAYERS: Torin Harris, Simione Vehikite, James Boyd, Byron Moore, De'von Flournoy, Chris Metcalf, and Marquis Simmons.
TROJAN PARADE ALL-AMERICANS: Graft and Hall.
MAX EMFINGER ALL-AMERICANS: Kennard, Jones, Telford, Starling, Barkley, Fangupo, Graft, McDonald, Hall, and Martinez.

3. ALABAMA 1,294.40 Points


RB Trent Richardson




CB Dre Kilpatrick
The Crimson Tide won the Recruiting Championship last year and they were ranked #1 in the country for part of this season. Coach Nick Saban loves to build a great defense and the best way to do that is with athletic and fast defenders. The Crimson Tide probably made up more ground on National Signing Day than any other team in the country. One of the best DT's or OT's in the country is D.J. Fluker; one of the best LB's in the country is Nico Johnson; and one of the top safeties in the country is Rod Woodson.  Fluker is 6-7, 356, and runs a 4.9. I met him as a young giant as a sophomore when he ran a 4.7 in the forty at McGill-Toolen.  Johnson is relentless and he runs a 4.56 in the forty. Woodson runs a 4.4 and has a 41 VJ. DE Darrington Sentimore is 268 pounds and he runs a 4.6 in the forty. His team was 29-0, including two Louisiana 5A State Championships in the last two year.  Chris Bonds was injured most of his senior season, but he is 268 and he runs a 4.68. DT Quinton Dial is another Special player for the defense. DE William Ming could become the biggest surprise in this recruiting class. All of these super players were already committed before National Signing Day. RB Trent Richardson, WR Kendall Kelly, LB Tana Patrick, RB Eddie Lacy, CB Dre Kilpatrick, and WR Kenny Bell were not.  Richardson is an unbelievable RB and he will make up for the loss of Glenn Coffee who is  going early to the NFL.  The Tide needed some more help at QB and A.J. McCarron was one of the best in the South. Another surprise could be center Anthony Steen who is another Super Combine Freak with a 4.57 in the shuttle, 37 reps of 185, and a 4.9 forty on a 297 pound frame. James Carpenter is a great JUCO offensive lineman. When the Crimson Tide picked up the Super Six Players, including  WR Kendall Kelly, LB Tana Patrick, CB Dre Kirkpatrick, RB Trent Richardson, RB Eddie Lacy, and WR Kenny Bell on National Signing Day, the moved up from sixth in the country to a #3 spot, behind LSU and USC.
FUTURE CRIMSON TIDE ALL-AMERICANS & ASSET RATING: DT/OT D.J. Fluker - 1,295 ASSET; LB Nico Johnson - 1,282 ASSET; RB Trent Richardson - 1,281 ASSET; FS Rod Woodson - 1,246 ASSET; RB Eddie Lacy - 1,240 ASSET; WR Kendall Kelly - 1,250 ASSET; LB Tana Patrick - 1,264 ASSET; CB Dre Kirkpatrick - 1,293 ASSET; WR Kenny Bell - 1,225 ASSET;   DE Darrington Sentimore - 1,244 ASSET; OT James Carpenter - 1,240 ASSET; WR Michael Bowman - 1,210 ASSET; and DE Chris Bonds - 1,209 ASSET. 
SURPRISE PLAYERS: A.J. McCarron; Quinton Dial, Anthony Steen, Mike Morrow, Kevin Norwood, William Ming; Anthony Orr, Gerald West, Kellen Williams, and Darius McKeller.
CRIMSON TIDE PARADE ALL-AMERICANS: Richardson, Fluker, Kirkpatrick, and Johnson.
MAX EMFINGER ALL-AMERICANS: Fluker, Johnson, Kirkpatrick, Kelly, Patrick, Richardson, Woodson, Carpenter, Lacy, and Sentimore.

4. OHIO STATE – 1,284.22 Points



 CB Dorian Bell
The Buckeyes grabbed one of the best RB's in the country in Jaamal Berry and one of the best linebackers in Dorian Bell. Berry and Bell are Super Combine Freaks. Berry has recorded a 4.22 shuttle, 40 VJ, 116 SBJ, and a 4.31 forty; while Bell has a 4.28 shuttle and a 4.52 forty. Both could play as true freshmen. Chris Fields, James Jackson, and Duron Carter are great Playmakers at WR and Carter has great bloodlines as he is the son of Cris Carter, one of my former Coverboys.  Jack Mewhort was one of the top center prospects in the country and Corey Linsley was one of the top guards. The  secondary will be re-tooled with CB Corey Brown, CB C.J. Barnett, FS Jamie Wood, and CB Dominic Clarke. Other great defensive stars to go with Bell and these secondary players include LB Storm Klein,  DE Melvin Fellows, DE Jonathan Newsome, DT John Simon, and LB Jordan Whiting. Simon is also a Super Combine Freak with a 700 pound squat, a 450 pound bench press, a 4.7 in the forty, and an amazing 32 inch vertical jump. This is all while weighing in at 273 pounds. Fellows, Whiting, and Fields were near miss players on my All-American Team; while the three "B's" of Bell, Berry, and Brown made the Team, along with Simon and OT  Marcus Hall, who is a Parade All-American nd he will be a future Buckeye star.
FUTURE BUCKEYE ALL-AMERICANS & ASSET RATING: LB Dorian Bell - 1,288 ASSET; RB Jaamal Berry - 1,270 ASSET; CB Corey Brown - 1,246 ASSET; DT John Simon - 1,241 ASSET; OT Marcus Hall - 1,251 ASSET; WR Chris Fields - 1,218 ASSET; LB Jordan Whiting - 1,206 ASSET; FS Jamie Wood - 1,240 ASSET; and DE Melvin Fellows - 1,215 ASSET. SURPRISE PLAYERS: Storm Klein, Jack Mewhort, C.J. Barnett, Duron Carter, Dominic Clarke, James Jackson, and Corey Linsley.
BUCKEYE PARADE ALL-AMERICANS: Bell, Hall, and Whiting.
MAX EMFINGER ALL-AMERICANS: Bell, Wood, Berry, Brown,  Hall, and Simon.
5. TEXAS – 1,258.57 Points




 LB Tariq Allen
Coach Mack Brown has done miracles in recruiting in Austin ever since he got there. Lately, he has his recruiting class completed before the summer months toll around. This year is no different.  The Longhorns have also won one National Championship since he has gotten there. Always a key is at quarterback and Garrett Gilbert was the best in the Southwest and Coach Brown got him committed early. Gilbert was the Parade Magazine 2009 Player of the Year. He will be an ample replacement for Colt McCoy went he moves to the NFL. DE Alex Okafor, DT Calvin Howell and LB Tariq Allen were other hugh pickups on defense. All three could play real soon. I thought that Chris Whaley was one of the best running backs in the country, but he could also play a lot of other positions such as linebacker or defensive end or tight end. Mason Walters, Thomas Ashcraft, Peden Kelley, and Garrett Porter will be the nucleus for Gilbert and Whaley. TE Barrett Matthews may be the best tight end in the country.  On his highlight film, Matthews catches a lot of long touchdown passes down the sideline or over the middle in a crowd. Watch for Eryon Barnett to surprise! Barnett has recorded a 38 VJ and a 4.18 in the Shuttle. WR Greg Timmons was sensational at a recent All-American Bowl Game.
FUTURE LONGHORN ALL-AMERICANS & ASSET RATING: QB Garrett Gilbert - 1,290 ASSET; RB Chris Whaley - 1,273 ASSET; DE Alex Okafor - 1,273 ASSET; OC Mason Walters - 1,272 ASSET; DT Calvin Howell - 1,242 ASSET; TE Barrett Matthews - 1,240 ASSET; WR Greg Timmons - 1,231 ASSET; and OT Garrett Porter - 1,241 ASSET.
SURPRISE PLAYERS: Tariq Allen, Thomas Ashcraft, Eryon Barnett, Marcus Davis, and Kenny Vaccaro.
LONGHORN PARADE ALL-AMERICANS: Gilbert, Okafor, and Walters.
MAX EMFINGER ALL-AMERICANS: Gilbert, Whaley, Okafor, Walters, Porter, Howell, and Matthews.

6. OKLAHOMA – 1,246.93 Points




 QB Drew Allen



ATH Ronnell Lewis
There is little doubt that the Oklahoma coaches look at film and did a good job of evaluating Drew Allen.  pretty outstanding evaluators. Allen may not be the best quarterback in the country, but he is very close. Barkley and Gilbert may be the only two that are better. I watched Allen play early in the spring and although I thought he was a very Special quarterback, he was not getting the same type of offers that Barkley and Gilbert were getting and it just did not make any sense to me. Allen will compete in spring training and become a star after the Heisman QB Sam Bradford graduates. Coach Josh Heupel is counting the days for spring training so he can work with Allen and the rest of the Sooner offense. Jamarkus McFarland was coveted by both the Tigers and the Longhorns, but he will play in Norman for at least three years before being drafted. McFarland can not be blocked and he was exceptional in his All-American Bowl Game. Tom Wort, Gabe Lynn,  Justin Chaisson, Kevin Brent, and Ronnell Lewis are also Special talents on defense. Lewis is a real Freak of Nature. The first 11 man football game he ever played in was a recent All-American Game and he was a star in that game. Wort is one of the fastest and most aggressive linebackers that I saw this season.  Lynn is also one of the best cornerbacks that I saw play this year. Another surprise player will be Terry Franklin who has only been playing football for a few years. 
FUTURE SOONER ALL-AMERICANS & ASSET RATING: DT Jamarkus McFarland - 1,296 ASSET; QB Drew Allen - 1,261 ASSET; DE Justin Chaisson - 1,260 ASSET; CB Gabe Lynn - 1,247 ASSET; LB Tom Wort - 1,244 ASSET; SS Kevin Brent - 1,244 ASSET; and ATH Ronnell Lewis - 1,247 ASSET. SURPRISE PLAYERS: Josh Aladenoye, Jaydan Bird, Terry Franklin, Javon Harris, Marcus Trice, Darius Jones, and Gabe Ikard.
SOONER PARADE ALL-AMERICANS: McFarland.
MAX EMFINGER ALL-AMERICANS: McFarland, Allen, Lynn, Chaisson, Wort, Brent, and Lewis. 
7. FLORIDA – 1,238.40 Points



 DT Gary Brown
You just had to know that the Florida Gators would have another great recruiting year and they certainly have another great one. By getting Gary Brown, they have solidified their defensive line fof another three or four years. Andre Debose is another Percy Harvin clone, while Jordan Reed is another Tim Tebow type of quarterback. Joining Brown on defense is Jon Bostic, another Brandon Spikes type of Playmaker at linebacker and Dee Finley is another hard-hitting free safety coming in from Prep School. One of my highest rated offensive tackles in the country is Xavier Nixon, while Nick Alajajian is also one of the top guard prospects in the country. RB Mike Gillislee is a great Playmaker, just like Debose. The surprise on National Signing Day was the signing of LB Jelani Jenkins, a Parade All-American from Maryland.
FUTURE GATOR ALL-AMERICANS & ASSET RATING: OT Xavier Nixon - 1,284 ASSET; DT Gary Brown - 1,270 ASSET; LB Jelani Jenkins - 1,274 ASSET; FS Dee Finley - 1,250 ASSET; WR Andre Debose - 1,263 ASSET; LB Jon Bostic - 1,244 ASSET; and QB Jordan Reed - 1,210 ASSET. SURPRISE PLAYERS:  Jon Harrison, Kyle Koehne, Edwin Herbert, Kedric Johnson, Mike Gillislee,  and Desmond Parks.
GATOR PARADE ALL-AMERICANS: Debose, Jenkins, and Nixon.
MAX EMFINGER ALL-AMERICANS: Nixon, Brown, Finley, Jenkins, Debose, and Bostic.

8. MICHIGAN - 1,228.80 Points 



 DE Craig Roth
Coach Rich Rodriguez had a full year to recruit his style of player and he has done an outstanding job of seeking and recruiting some of the best football players in America. With his expertise on the offensive side of the football, it is amazing how well Coach Rodriguez and his staff have done in recruiting football players to play on the defensive side of the football. I don't think that there is a better trio of defensive linemen signed anywhere than the trio including DT William Campbell, DE Craig Roh, and DE Anthony LaLota and they are all from three different states. All three of these players have rarely been blocked in high school. Campbell is from In-State and he is 327 pounds or better and he can really run. Roh is from Arizona and he is 235 pounds and he runs a 4.7. Roh was very impressive at a recent All-American Bowl Game. LaLota is a Super Combine Freak from New Jersey with bests of 4.64 in the forty, 36 VJ, and an impressive 4.42 pro-agility shuttle. LaLota weighs 265 or better. Another defensive linemen is DeQuinta Jones from Louisiana.  Jones  runs in the 4.8's and 4.9's. In one of the All-American Bowl Games, there was not a more impressive cornerback than Justin Turner from Ohio. Viadimir Emilien is a great cover cornerback from Florida and he and Turner could see some action as true freshmen. Don't you just know that new Defensive Coordinator Greg Robinson is counting the days when he will have all of these great prospects to work with in practice. If the Wolverines want to score points, they have got to have a great quarterback and by getting Tate Forcier from California, they have gotten one of the best mobile quarterbacks in the country. Two great offensive line prospects include Taylor Lewan and Michael Schofield. Lewan is 6-7 and runs a 4.72 in the forty. He also could play defense. The great news all of the Wolverine fans is that Campbell, LaLota, Forcier, and Emilien are already in school and getting ready for spring training. On National Signing Day, the Wolverines grabbed Je'Ron Stokes, from Pennsylvania, away from the Tennessee Vols.
FUTURE WOLVERINE ALL-AMERICANS & ASSET RATING: DT William Campbell - 1,277 ASSET; DE Anthony LaLota - 1,260 ASSET; DE Craig Roh - 1,265 ASSET; FS/CB Justin Turner - 1,255 ASSET; QB Tate Forcier - 1,216 ASSET; WR Je'Ron Stokes - 1,240 ASSET; and OT/DT Taylor Lewan - 1,240 ASSET. 
SURPRISE PLAYERS: Viadimir Emilien, Jeremy Gallon, Thomas Gordon, Michael Schofield,  DeQuinta Jones, and Fitzgerald Toussaint.
WOLVERINE PARADE ALL-AMERICANS: Campbell.
MAX EMFINGER ALL-AMERICANS: Campbell, Lalota, Stokes, Lewan, Roh, and Turner.
 
9. NORTH CAROLINA - 1,197.27 Points 



 DE Donte Moss
This is one of the greatest recruiting classes in the history of Tar Heel football. With Coach Butch Davis at the helm, it is no real shock that the Tar Heels were able to put together such a great array of talent. Donte Moss is one of the most dominating defensive ends that I saw this season and he could play as early as next fall. Jheranie Boyd is a Super Combine Freak at wide receiver and he is also headed to the NFL is a short three or four years. Donavan Tate is an outstanding athlete who could play a lot of different positions on either side of the football. Kevin Reddick is a Prep Schooler who will also play immediately. Hunter Furr is one of the most under-rated running backs in the country. Furr ran a 4.32 in the forty and he weighs 208. Brennan Williams is 6-6 and David Collins is 6-7. They will be great offensive linemen and will join  Johnnie Farms, who is a great pulling guard. Bryn Renner could be one of the surprise QB's in the country in a few years. LB Hawatha Bell, LB Justin Dixon, CB Josh Hunter, NG Jared McAdoo, and CB Terry Shankle are all In-State defensive players who will become a Tar Heel.    
FUTURE TAR HEEL ALL-AMERICANS & ASSET RATING: DE Donte Moss - 1,256 ASSET; WR Jheranie Boyd - 1,257 ASSET; ATH Donavan Tate - 1,249 ASSET; and LB Kevin Reddick - 1,240 ASSET.
SURPRISE PLAYERS: Hawatha Bell, Terry Shankle, Jared McAdoo, Josh Hunter, Hunter Furr, Johnnie Farms, Justin Dixon, A.J. Blue, David Collins, and Brennan Williams.
TAR HEEL PARADE ALL-AMERICANS: Moss.
MAX EMFINGER ALL-AMERICANS: Moss, Boyd, Tate, and Reddick.
10. GEORGIA - 1,196.87 Points



 Montez Robinson
With Matthew Stafford leaving for the NFL, the Bulldogs needed to get some instant QB talent and they succeeded with Aaron Murray and Zach Mettenberger. I watched  both QB's on film and I came to the conclusion that they were two of the best in the country. In fact, Murray is rated just behind Barkley and Gilbert. Both QB's will enter at mid-term and be able to show what they can do in spring training. Murray is a fabulous Playmaker, with a real strong arm, while  Mettenberger is a classic dropback QB, but with good mobility. One of the Super Combine Freaks of the year is Montez Robinson who is a defensive end that runs a 4.43 in the forty, does a 36 VJ, 110 SBJ, and a 4.28 in the shuttle. Other defensive help will come from Super CB Brandon Smith, DE Toby Jackson, DT Derrick Lott, and LB Chase Vasser. RB Washaun Ealey, WR Rantavious Wooten, and TE Arthur Lynch are sensational skill players on offense. Chris Burnette is one of the top rated offensive guards in the country and should be another Bulldog All-American. On National Signing Day, the Bulldogs pulled off one of the biggest surprises of the Day when they got WR Marlon Brown away from Tennessee.
FUTURE BULLDOG ALL-AMERICANS & ASSET RATING: DE Montez Robinson - 1,280 ASSET; QB Aaron Murray - 1,264 ASSET; WR Marlon Brown - 1,291 ASSET; CB Branden Smith - 1,245 ASSET; TE Arthur Lynch - 1,240 ASSET; OG Chris Burnette - 1,243 ASSET; and RB Washaun Ealey - 1,213 ASSET.
SURPRISE PLAYERS: Dallas Lee, Zach Mettenberger, Michael Gillard, Toby Jackson, Arby Jones, Austin Long, Dexter Moody, Derrick Lott, Chase Vasser, and Rantavious Wooten.
BULLDOG PARADE ALL-AMERICANS: Murray, Smith, Brown, and Ealey.
MAX EMFINGER ALL-AMERICANS: Robinson, Murray, Smith, Brown, Lynch, and Burnette.
11. TENNESSEE - 1,195.27 Points 




 LB Jerod Askew




RB Bryce Brown
It is obvious that the first thing that new Volunteer Head Coach Lane Kiffin will try to do is to restore the Vols back to their usual National Top Five in recruiting. For a long time, the Vols would always be found in the National Top 10 in recruiting and for many years, a National Top Five was normal. The Vols always got the best athletes and they won a National Championship with those great athletes. This year, they have picked up some more great ones including a couple late surprises in RB Bryce Brown, who had earlier committed to Miami and All-Purpose guy David Oku, who had been thought to be a Lolunteer lean for a long time. When you add those two to  LB Jarod Askew,  WR James Green, CB Nyshier Oliver, CB Eric Gordon, and LB Marlon Walls, you have quiet a haul for the Vols and you also have a Top 10 Recruiting Class.  I especially like Askew. He plays middle linebacker and he plays havoc with the other team's offensive plays. He makes tackles from sideline to sideline and he will probably play as a true freshman.  Oku and Oliver are very good wide receivers. I also think that Marlon Walls could join Askew in seeing playing time at linebacker next fall. The two surprises of the recruiting class could be Aubrey Phillips and JerQuari Schofield, two 6-6 and 300 plus offensive linemen. On National Signing Day, the Vols got Nu'Keese Richardson away from the Florida Gators. Also remember this: Brown and some of his true freshman teammates will play as a true freshmen.
FUTURE VOLUNTEER ALL-AMERICANS & ASSET RATING: RB Bryce Brown - 1,289 ASSET; LB Jarod Askew - 1,256 ASSET; AP David Oku - 1,254 ASSET;  LB Marlon Walls - 1,248 ASSET; and AP Nukeese Richardson - 1,240 ASSET.
SURPRISE PLAYERS: Eric Gordon, James Green, Arthur Jeffery,  T.J. Shackelford, JerQuari Schofield, Mike Edwards, Rae Sykes, and Nyshier Oliver.
VOLUNTEER PARADE ALL-AMERICANS: Brown, Oku and Askew.
MAX EMFINGER ALL-AMERICANS: Brown, Askew, Oku,  and Walls.

12. MIAMI – 1,180.87 Points



RB  Lamar Miller
The Miami Hurricanes have done an outstanding job in recruiting this year and although they lost RB Bryce Brown, they still picked up some really great players. Strong safety Ray Ray Armstrong is the best player in the country at his position.  And by getting DE Dyron Dye, they have another one of the best players in the country off of the same 6A State Championship Team. Dye has a 38 Vertical Jump. These two players were sensational in recent All-American Bowl Games. OT Jermaine Johnson and OT Brandon Washington are also Special offensie linemen that will be going to the NFL in a few years. Both players are coming from Prep School. CB Brandon McGee, RB Lamar Miller, CB Prince Kent, and DE Oliver Vernon will also be stars for the Canes.  Miller joins Brown as members of the Parade All-American Team. Vernon is a Super Combine Freak with a 4.53 forty; 36 VJ; and a 114 SBJ. A.J. Highsmith, the son of Alonzo Highsmith, one of my former neghbors in Houston, could be one of the biggest surprises in this class. 
FUTURE HURRICANE ALL-AMERICANS & ASSET RATING: SS Ray Ray Armstrong - 1,248 ASSET; OT Brandon Washington - 1,245 ASSET; DE Dyron Dye - 1,234 ASSET; CB Brandon McGee - 1,240 ASSET; RB Lamar Miller - 1,214 ASSET; and OT Jermaine Johnson - 1,256 ASSET.
SURPRISE PLAYERS: Prince Kent; Mike James, Jamal Luther Robinson, Oliver Vernon, Kayvon Webster, and Jared Wheeler.
HURRICANE PARADE ALL-AMERICANS: Brown and Miller.
MAX EMFINGER ALL-AMERICANS: Brown, Armstrong, Washington, McGee, and Johnson.

13. ARKANSAS - 1,178.06 Points 



 CB Darius Winston
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RB Ronnie Wingo
When a new Head Coach comes to town, there is always excitement when recruiting season starts. Coach Bobby Petrino pulled off one of the biggest upsets of the 2008 season when he upset LSU in the last game of the season for the Razorbacks. Now, Coach Petrino is pulling off upsets in the recruiting world. By keeping CB Darius Winston from leaving the State of Arkansas was one of his early upsets and then getting RB Ronnie Wingo away from Oklahoma, Tennessee, and Alabama was another huge upset. RB Knile Davis is already enrolled in school and he will go through spring training. Davis and Wingo are Eddie George type of running backs. Davis weighs 215 and Wingo weighs about the same. Wingo runs a little faster with a 4.4 timing. RB Turell Wiliams is a teammate of Winston  and he is sensational on his highlight film. Three of the best offensive linemen in the country will also play for the Razorbacks. Anthony Oden is a monster at 6-8 and he is coming from Prep School. In-Stater Colby Berna was one of the top offensive linemen in the country this year as was Shauntez Bruce from Florida. Zhamal Thomas is coming from Junior College and he is already in school. Thomas originally signed with LSU coming out of high school. That will give the Hogs four great offensive linemen in this class. One of the most interesting defensive players is DE Colton Nash who is 6-6 and has a 32 VJ and an amazing 4.28 in the pro-agility shuttle. Rudell Crim is a speedy JUCO cover cornerback that should help immediately as should SS Anthony Leon and LB Austin Moss. The iceing on the Razorback cake is to have former QB Ryan Mallet already in school and ready for spring training. Mallet transferred from Michigan after being ranked as the #1 QB in the country two years ago. QB Brandon Mitchell is the Sleeper of the class. Mitchell is 6-4 and 225 and runs a 4.5 or better. He had some incredible senior stats.
FUTURE RAZORBACK ALL-AMERICANS & ASSET RATING: CB Darius Winston - 1,285 ASSET; RB Ronnie Wingo - 1,240 ASSET; OT Anthony Oden - 1,248 ASSET; RB Knile Davis - 1,207 ASSET; CB Rudell Crim - 1,252 ASSET; SS Anthony Leon - 1,203; and OT Shauntez Bruce - 1,211 ASSET. 
SURPRISE PLAYERS: Zhamal Thomas, Colby Berna, David Gordon, Brandon Mitchell, Austin Moss, Turell Williams, Austin Tate, and Ryan Calender.
MAX EMFINGER ALL-AMERICANS: Winston, Wingo, Oden, and Crim.

14. FLORIDA STATE - 1,177.33 Points 


Demonte McAllister

Head Coach Bobby Bowden has just signed his new one-year contract for one more season and his recruiting class for this year is outstanding, just like in many years in the past. The Seminoles were able to get Jacobbi McDaniel early and he is the #1 rated nose guard in the country. At 6-0 and 277, McDaniel can not be blocked. I saw Willie Downs play as a sophomore and I knew that he was going to be Special and he was sensational in his All-American Bowl Game. Downs could be a double threat for the Noles at both receiver and safety. As far as an All-Purpose back, there are not too many bettr than Chris Thompson and he can score from any place on the field. Demonte McAllister is a relentless DE who rarely gets blocked. McAllister had 19 sacks as a senior. DE Brandon Jenkins beat that feat as he had 20 sacks as a senior and he is already in school and will be ready for spring training. WR Rodney Smith is a Super Combine Freak with feats of a 40 VJ, 4.28 shuttle, and a 122 SBJ. Oh yeah! Smith is also 6-6 and runs a 4.5 in the forty. Smith could play as a true freshman. Another receiver that could play early is Willie Haulstead. RB Lonnie Pryor will be in the NFL before we know it. Downs will have some great secondary help in SS Jajuan Harley, FS Gerald Demps, and FS Justin Bright. C.J. Mizell will become a great Seminole linebacker. Dustin Hopkins is one of my All-American kickers. Greg Reid is one of the top All-Purpose players in the country. On National Signing Day, the Seminoles grabbed big OT Aubrey Phillips from Tennessee.
FUTURE SEMINOLE ALL-AMERICANS & ASSET RATING: NG Jacobbi McDaniel - 1,292 ASSET; AP Chris Thompson - 1,248 ASSET; WR Rodney Smith - 1,270 ASSET; DE Demonte McAllister - 1,242 ASSET; ATH Willie Downs - 1,259 ASSET; AP Greg Reid - 1,240 ASSET; DE Brandon Jenkins - 1,208 ASSET.
SURPRISE PLAYERS: Willie Haulstead, Justin Bright, Dustin Hopkins, Aubrey Phillips, C.J. Mizell, Henry Orelus, Lonny Pryor, Jajuan Harley, and Gerald Demps.
SEMINOLE PARADE ALL-AMERICANS: McDaniel.
MAX EMFINGER ALL-AMERICANS: McDaniel, Thompson, McAllister, Downs, Reid, and Smith.
15. AUBURN – 1,27639.97  Points




RB Onterio McCalebb
When a new Head Coach comes to town, you usually expect him to be behind in recruiting and you generally don't expect him to have a great recruiting class in his first effort. This is not the case at Auburn. New Auburn Head Coach Gene Chizik is an exception, because his new Auburn recruiting class is an outstanding one. Any time that your recruiting class can include a Parade All-American quarterback, you should be pretty excited. Tyrik Rollison put up some overwhelming stats as a senior and he was recruited from coast to coast.  He led his team to a Texas State Championship, while throwing for 51 touchdowns. He completed an incredible 73.6 of his passes and he also ran for 1,094 yards and scored another 14 touchdowns on the ground. Rollison will  throw to one of the top pass-catching TE's in the country in Phillip Lutzenkirchen and one of the top All-Purpose players in the country in Onterio McCalebb. On National Signing Day, the Tigers pulled a real shocker by getting two more big wide receivers in DeAngelo Benton and Emory Blake from Texas. Benton was rated the #1 wide receiver in the country two years ago, was a Parade All-American, and he originally signed with LSU in 2006 and again in 2007. He has still not made his test score, but he is close. Benton is 6-3 and 210 and he has run a 4.4 in the forty. Blake is 6-2 and 190 and he runs a 4.5 or better. Keeping the defense in great shape will be NG Jamar Travis, CB Reggie Taylor, DT Jamontay Pilson, and JUCO All-Americans LB Eltoro Freeman and DT Nick Fairley. DE Terrance Coleman could also be a real force. Travante Stallworth and LaVoyd James are fast receivers and could be big surprises. One interesting recruit is a RB named Brandon Jacobs. Two outstanding new additions to his coaching staff include offensive wizard Gus Malzahn and recruiting wizard Trooper Taylor. JUCO All-American cornerback Demond Washington was committed to Ole Miss, but now he has changed his mind and will play for the Tigers. 
FUTURE TIGER ALL-AMERICANS & ASSET RATING: QB Tyrik Rollison - 1,240 ASSET; TE Phillip Lutzenkirchen - 1,246 ASSET; WR DeAngelo Benton - 1,276 ASSET; WR Emory Blake - 1,220 ASSET; AP Onterio McCalebb - 1,248 ASSET; CB Demond Washington - 1,240 ASSET; LB Eltoro Freeman - 1,225 ASSET; and DT Nick Fairley - 1,220 ASSET.
SURPRISE PLAYERS: Terrance Coleman, LaVoyd James, Travante Stallworth, Reggie Taylor, Jamar Travis, John Sullen, Jamontay Pilson, Andre Harris, Dee Ford, and Brandon Jacobs.
TIGERS PARADE ALL-AMERICANS: Rollison and Benton.
MAX EMFINGER ALL-AMERICANS: Rollison, Lutzenkirchen, Benton, Washington, and McCalebb.
 

16. SOUTH CAROLINA - 1,175.05 Points 


SS Devonte Holloman

The Old Ball Coach has been doing a better job each year in recruiting athletes to South Carolina and this may be his best recruiting crop ever. Getting great athletes is the big key to success in recruiting and this athletic crop may be one of the best in the country. This athletic group includes Devonte Holloman, Stephon Gilmore, Jarvis Giles, Demario Jeffery, Matt Coffee, and Jimmy Legree. Holloman is sensational on film and he plays safety and running back. Gilmore also plays quarterback, safety, and cornerback.  Holloman, Gilmore, and Jeffery all three do a 36 inch vertical jump. Coach Spurrier may have a plan for Gilmore at quarterback. On his highlight film, Gilmore looks pretty good at quarterback. Holloman and Gilmore are teammates at South Pointe, played AAU basketball together, and they will now be teammates again in Columbia. They are also both enrolled in school and will be ready for spring training. Jiles is a great AP back, but he also returns kicks and plays cornerback. Ben Axon may be the next great Gamecock running back. Coach Steve Spurrier also did an exceptional job in the Prep School and JUCO ranks. Chaz Sutton and Ronald Byrd are fabulous defensive end prospects from Fork Union Prep and Josh Dickerson and Tony Straughter are a couple of standout linebackers from Georgia Military. DE Duane Chisolm is an outstanding player who could be the surprise of the defensive class. He is 250 and runs a 4.7 in the forty. Lamar Scruggs could be the surprise on offense. Scruggs is 6-3 and 215 and runs a 4.5 in the forty. On National Signing Day, the Gamecocks got a huge "Switcherrooski" when they got Alston Jeffrey away from the USC on the West Coast and got him to sign with the USC in the South. Jeffrey is a great two-way player who will probably play receiver for the Ole Ball Coach.
FUTURE GAMECOCK ALL-AMERICANS & ASSET RATING: SS Devonte Holloman - 1,243 ASSET; SS Demario Jeffery - 1,259 ASSET; ATH Stephon Gilmore - 1,243 ASSET; DE Ronald Byrd - 1,220 ASSET; LB Tony Straughter - 1,240 ASSET; AP Jarvis Giles - 1,210 ASSET; WR Alston Jeffrey - 1,240 ASSET; and DE Chaz Sutton - 1,245 ASSET.
SURPRISE PLAYERS: Ben Axon, Chris Payne, Steven Singleton, D.J. Swearinger, Jimmy Legree, Chaun Gresham, Lamar Scruggs, and Duane Chisolm.
GAMECOCK PARADE ALL-AMERICANS: Gilmore.
MAX EMFINGER ALL-AMERICANS: Holloman, Jeffrey, Jeffery, Gilmore, Sutton, and Straughter.
17. MICHIGAN STATE - 1,172.93 Points 



 RB Larry Caper
There are not too many recruiting classes that signed two great running backs, but the Spartans did, as they got both Edwin Baker and Larry Caper. In looking at their highlight film, it is hard to decide which one is better, but make no mistake. They are both pretty sensational and one of them will become the next Javon Ringer. Caper averaged 9.2 yards per carry, is 220 pounds, and runs a 4.41 in the forty. Baker is 210 pounds and he has run a great 10.4 in the 100 meters. Keeping up with these two on offense is TE Dion Sims who is 230 pounds and runs a 4.5. Sims may be the fastest, big tight end in the country at any level. WR Donald Spencer is also a Special athlete and he is 6-4. OT David Barrent is 6-8 and is considered to be one of the top offensive linemen in the country. He will get the chance to spring both Baker and Caper on many a long run before he goes to the NFL. QB Andrew Maxwell looks great on his highlight film and he will gladlt handoff to the pair of speedy running backs. OG Nate Klatt, OT Micajah Reynolds, OC Blake Treadwell, and WR Patrick White could be surprises on offense; while highly regarded LB Chris Norman, LB TyQuan Hammock, and LB Jeremy Gainer could be surprises on defense.
FUTURE SPARTAN ALL-AMERICANS & ASSET RATING: RB Edwin Baker - 1,262 ASSET; RB Larry Caper - 1,246 ASSET; TE Dion Sims - 1,242 ASSET; and OT David Barrent - 1,240 ASSET. SURPRISE PLAYERS: Jeremy Gainer, Tyquan Hammock, Nate Klatt, Andrew Maxwell, Chris Norman, Blake Treadwell, Patrick White, Dan France, Bennie Fowler, Dana Dixon, and Micajah Reynolds.
MAX EMFINGER ALL-AMERICANS: Baker, Caper, Sims, and Barrent.
 

18. TEXAS A&M - 1,172.67 Points 



 Uzoma Nwachukwu
Coach Mike Sherman has had a full year to get ready for this recruiting season and he has done a great job of getting players to believe that the Aggies are on their way back. Getting an All-American running back will always be helpful and Christine Michael was one of the best running backs in the country. Any All-American RB needs great blocking and the Aggies put together an outstanding offensive line to spring him into the secondary. Last spring, I was looking for a shotgun center snapper for my West All-American Bowl Game Team and Stephen Barrera was one of the best that I saw. Barrera is a Top 12 Nationally ranked long snapper, bench presses 425 pounds, and squats around 500 pounds. So Barrera is the Aggie center for the next four years. Two heavily recruited offensive tackles in Texas were Rhontae Scales and Clint Naron and the Aggie got both of them. Scales and Naron are 6-6 and over 300 pounds. I believe that the Aggies are going to run a passing offense and you have got to have great wide receivers to make the offense go and the Aggies got two of the hottest receivers in the State of Texas in Uzoma Nwachukwu and Brandal Jackson. Jackson had an incredible senior season when he grabbed 39 balls , scored 15 touchdowns, and averaged an unbelievable 27.3 yards per catch. Jackson has a 38 VJ, and never came off of the field, while Nwachukwu has a 41 VJ, high jumps 6-8, and runs a 21.3 in the 200 meters. One of the most under-rated tight end in the country is Hutson Prioleau and the Aggies also got him. Prioleau will compliment the two great, athletic wide receivers. CB Steven Terrell, JUCO CB Coryell Judie, CB Kenric McNeal, and CB Colton Valencia are good-looking secondary prospects. RB Ryan Swope could be a big surprise on offense. Three Louisiana players could surprise, including OG Patrick Lewis, LB Michael Lamothe, and LB Jon Stewart. Kenric played quarterback as a senior, but he runs a 4.4 and will probably cornerback or inside receiver for the Aggies.
FUTURE AGGIE ALL-AMERICANS & ASSET RATING: RB Christine Michael - 1,271 ASSET; OC/OT Stephen Barrara - 1,250 ASSET; WR/FS Brandal Jackson - 1,240 ASSET; WR Uzoma Nwachukwu - 1,224 ASSET; CB Coryell Judie - 1,240 ASSET.
SURPRISE PLAYERS: Steven Terrell, Ryan Swope, Patrick Lewis, Kenric McNeal, Patrick Lewis, Michael Lamothe, Jon Stewart,  and Hutson Prioleau.
MAX EMFINGER ALL-AMERICANS: Michael, Barrara, Judie, and Jackson.
 

19. CLEMSON - 1,169.60 Points 


DE Malliciah Goodman

New Head Coach Dabo Swinney did not have the luxury of signing 25 football players this year, but make no mistake about it. The Tigers, with his first recruiting class under Coach Swinney is one of the best recruiting classes in the country. Any recruiting class that includes DE Malliciah Goodman, QB Jajh Boyd, DE Leon Mackey, CB Jon Meeks, and WR Bryce McNeal is an exceptional class. Goodman and Mackey are a couple of Super Combine Freaks. Mackey is 6-5 and 265. He runs a 4.72 in the forty, does a 32 VJ, runs a 4.37 in the shuttle, and does a 110 SBJ. Goodman was a Parade All-American and he has personal bests of a 4.53 in the forty, has a 38 VJ, a 112 SBJ, and a 475 pound squat. Goodman had 15 sacks as a senior and he is 6-4 and 262 pounds. Boyd led his senior team to a 15-0 record and a Virginia State Championship. He has a very strong arm and he is extremely accurate. QB Coach Billy Napier is looking forward to working with Boyd and WR Bryce McNeal who average 22.7 yards per catch as a senior after averaging 23.2 yards per catch as a junior. OT J.K. Jay and Brandon Thomas are greay, athletic offensive tackles. Jay is 6-6 and he runs a 4.78 in the forty; while Thomas is 6-4 and he runs a 4.7. Meeks was one of the top cover cornerbacks in the Prep School ranks last fall and he should play immediately. RB Roderick McDowell, LB Eric Fields,  and LB Spencer Shuey could be surprises. 
FUTURE TIGER ALL-AMERICANS & ASSET RATING: DE Malliciah Goodman - 1,274 ASSET; DE Leon Mackey - 1,260 ASSET; WR Bryce McNeal - 1,246 ASSET; QB Tajh Boyd - 1,240 ASSET; OT J.K. Jay - 1,220 ASSET; and CB Jon Meeks - 1,240 ASSET.
SURPRISE PLAYERS: Brandon Thomas, Spencer Shuey, Tyler Shatley, Eric Fields, Rod McDowell, and Quandon Christian.
TIGERS PARADE ALL-AMERICANS: Goodman.
MAX EMFINGER ALL-AMERICANS: Goodman, Mackey, McNeal, Meeks, and Boyd.

20. PENN STATE – 1,169.13 Points



 Kevin Newsome



DE Sean Stanley
The Nittany Lions needed another great quarterback and they got Kevin Newsome out of Hargrave Military Academy. The reason that this is important is because Newsome played with some exceptional talen this past season in preparation for the Big-10 play at Penn State. If you look at his highlight film, there are not too many better mobile quarterbacks in the country than Newsome. The Nittany Lions needed to put together a great offensive line for their new QB and I believe that this class has the potential of being one of the best ever at Penn State. Big OT Eric Shrive joins Newsome as one of my All-Americans and he should make a great left tackle. Ty Howle was coached by his Dad and he is one of the best center prospects that I saw this year. Howle is a great shotgun center snapper. Frank Figueroa is a great athletic guard and he will make a great left guard, beside Shrive. Mark Arcidiacono and Nate Cadogan are also outstanding offensive linemen, although I like Cadogan at DE. Big Adam Gress is 6-7 and 300 pounds. He will fit nicely  at right tackle and so now you have their offensive line stars of the future. On defense, there are not too many better cornerback than Darrell Givens and another highly regarded cornerback is Derrick Thomas. Givens was a member of my All-American Team as he joins Newsome and Shrive on that team. LB Gerald  Hodges is also a highly respected defensive player with great 4.42 speed in the forty and LB Glenn Carson is also a great looking middle linebacker for Linebacker U.  Sean Stanley might be the best DE in the country who is flying under the recruiting radar. Anthony Fera is one of my All-American Kickers.
FUTURE NITTANY LION ALL-AMERICANS & ASSET RATING: QB Kevin Newsome - 1,246 ASSET; OT Eric Shrive - 1,248 ASSET; DE Sean Stanley - 1,203 ASSET; and CB Darrell Givens - 1,240 ASSET.
SURPRISE PLAYERS: Nate Cadogan, Brandon Felder, Anthony Fera, Frank Figueroa, Mark Arcidiacono, Glenn Carson, Adam Gress, Gerald Hodges, Ty Howle, and Derrick Thomas.
MAX EMFINGER ALL-AMERICANS: Newsome, Givens, and Shrive. 


21. OLE MISS – 1,166.87 Points



DE Craig Drummond
Coach Houston Nutt and his coaching staff did a fabulous job of closing on National Signing Day. The Rebels made five of the biggest grabs in their class on Signing Day and they came from All-Americans who had previously not committed to any team, or that is what everyone thought. DE Craig Drummond, OT Bobby Massie, RB Darius Barksdale, WR Pat Patterson, and QB Raymond Cotton may be the best five players in this Rebel recruiting class. Patterson is a 6-3 wide receiver who was voted as the best player in the State this year. Massie is 6-8 and 350 and he is a monster of an offensive tackle that will be a #1 Draft Choice in a few years. Drummond is a very dominating defensive end from Chicago that was recruited from coast to coast. Barksdale was the #1 player in the state last year after spending this year with Massie at Hargrave Prep. Cotton was a highly thought of quarterback who transferred to Maryland for his senior season. Other stars for the Rebels will include strong safety Jamar Hornsby; RB Rodney Scott; NG Corey Gaines; WR Terrell Grant; and punter Tyler Campbell. Surprises could come from AP Korvic Neat; LB D.T. Shackelford; and two offensive linemen in Emanuel McCray and Michael Brown.
FUTURE REBEL ALL-AMERICANS & ASSET RATING: DE Craig Drummond - 1,250 ASSET; WR Pat Patterson - 1,265  ASSET; OT Bobby Massie - 1,285 ASSET; RB Darius Barksdale - 1,220 ASSET; QB Raymond Cotton - 1,220 ASSET; SS Jamar Hornsby - 1,220 ASSET; and P Tyler Campbell - 1,200 ASSET.
SURPRISE PLAYERS: Michael Brown, Terrell Grant, Emanuel McCray, Korvic Neat, Rodney Scott, D.T. Shackelford, and Corey Gaines.
REBEL PARADE ALL-AMERICANS: Patterson.
MAX EMFINGER ALL-AMERICANS: Patterson, Massie, Drummond, and Campbell.

22. NOTRE DAME - 1,165.13 Points 







[image: image33.jpg]



LB Manti Te'o 



RB Cierre Wood  

The Irish have put together a solid recruiting class that includes six of my All-Americans, including MLB Manti Te'o, RB Cierre Wood, WR Shaq Evans, NG Tyler Stockton, OLB Zeke Motta, and OG Chris Watt. If you put these six exceptional players together with the fruits of the last couple years, you will see that the Irish are just now getting ready to explode on the National College Football Scene once again. Wood has put-up some unbelievable stats in the last three years and he is going to be a star for the Irish. Wood scored 42 touchdowns as a junior as he also averaged 14.7 yards per carry in that season. Wood is a Super Combine Freak with a very impressive 3.94 in the pro-agility shuttle to go with his 38 VJ and 110 SBJ. One of the players that I love the most in this Irish recruiting class is Shaq Evans. I believe that Evans is one of the best big, wide receivers in the country and this is an extremely great year for large, wide receivers. Evans explodes off of the line of scrimmage and uses his great height to great advantage. He also has great hands and breakaway ability. I also really like Chris Watt. He has excellent footwork and he is a very aggressive two-way player who also play defense, but  Watt is a  fabulous run blocker and he has an impeccable work ethic.  Watt is going to be a very Special offensive lineman for Coach Charley Weis and his offensive coaches. I also really like OT Zach Martin who is very athletic and he can really run. Martin could also play defense. Dan Fox, Zeke Motta, and Carlo Calabrese are fabulous on their highlight film. They are very athletic and they also can run. When you add the surprise signing of Manti Te'o, to this trio, you have the best set of linebackers in the 2009 recruiting class. I also thought that Tyler Stockton was one of the greatest nose guards in the 2009 recruiting class and he ran an incredible 4.45 in the pro-agility shuttle while weighing-in about about 290 pounds.  Calabrese has recorded a great 4.35 in the pro-agility shuttle  and Motta is another  Super Combine Freak with bests of 4.05 in the shuttle, a 32 VJ, and a 525 squat. Alex Bullard is a very athletic offensive guard who should team with Watt to help the offensive line of the future. Tyler Eifert and Jake Golic could be big surprises at tight end. On National Signing Day, the Irish shocked the recruiting world by signing Parade All-American LB Manti Te'o from Honolulu, Hawaii. I wonder if they will go back to another loaded Hawaii.
FUTURE IRISH ALL-AMERICANS & ASSET RATING: WR Shaq Evans - 1,278 ASSET; RB Cierre Wood - 1,263 ASSET; LB Manti Te'o - 1,294 ASSET; OG Chris Watt - 1,245 ASSET; NG Tyler Stockton - 1,242 ASSET; and MLB Zeke Motta - 1,240 ASSET.
SURPRISE PLAYERS: Dan Fox, Zach Martin, Theo Riddick, Alex Bullard, Jake Golic, Carlo Calabrese, and Tyler Eifert.
IRISH PARADE ALL-AMERICANS: Watt and Te'o.
MAX EMFINGER ALL-AMERICANS: Evans, Te'o, Wood, Motta, Stockton, and Watt.
 

23. MISSISSIPPI STATE - 1,164.67 Points 




DE Fletcher Cox
New Head Coach Dan Mullen has got to be pinching himself about how exciting his Bulldog offense will be in the next few years. He will have a Parade All-American quarterback to direct his offense and he will have a half dozen super athletes who can either catch the football or run with it. The QB is Tyler Russell and he has just led his 5A team to the State Championship and in doing so, he helped break an 89 game winning streak by South Panola. Russell has an unusally strong arm and he is extremely accurate. Russell will also have his favorite high school teammate to throw to in Chris Smith who caught 70 balls in the State Championship season. Ladarius Perkins is a Super Combine Freak with personal bests of 4.37 in the forty, 38 VJ, 4.2 shuttle, 350 pound bench press, 500 pound squat, and a 120 Standing Broad Jump. As a senior, Perkins rushed for 1,915 yards, scored 29 touchdowns, and averaged 13.8 yards per carry. He will probably be a Bulldog Inside Receiver. Another IR will be Chad Bumphis who rushed for 2,207 yards and scored 23 times. Montrell Conner rushed for 1,961 yards and scored 19 touchdowns. Perkins, Bumphis, and Conner all run a 4.4 or better, but Conner will play running back, because he weighs in the 215 pound range. Another super athlete that runs in the 4.4 or better category is Dennis Thames. I watched  Thames play in the State Championship Game as a junior and he never came off of the field. He will probably play receiver, but he is an exceptionaly gifted defensive back. JUCO All-American WR Maurice Langston also runs a 4.4 or better and he will be ready for spring training. Maybe by now, you get the picture why Coach Mullen and quarterback Coach Les Koenning, Jr are pretty excited about this recruiting class and we haven't even gotten around to talk about the outstanding defensive players who will be arriving on campus. I personally timed Fletcher Cox in a 4.47 in the forty at one of my Super Combines last year. That same day, Cox did a 36 inch vertical while weighing 233 pounds. He is now up to 240. He is one of my All-American defensive ends. DT Josh Boyd is a very athletic tackle who also can run at 275 pounds. The two defensive players that the coaches are all talking about are JUCO All-American DE Parnell McPhee and MLB Chris White and both of them be ready for spring training. McPhee had 19 sacks and 25 pressures this year and Smith had 103 tackles, including 49 solos. Both McPhee and White were JC Gridwire All-Americans. The #1 punter in the JUCO ranks this year was Heath Hutchings and he led the nation in punting with a 46.1 yard average per punt. Hutchins also made the JC Gridwire All-American Team.
FUTURE BULLDOG ALL-AMERICANS & ASSET RATING: DE Fletcher Cox - 1,248 ASSET; QB Tyler Russell - 1,60 ASSET; AP LaDarius Perkins - 1,250 ASSET; DE Parnell McPhee - 1,240 ASSET; DT Josh Boyd - 1,221 ASSET; AP Chad Bumphis - 1,216 ASSET; WR Chris Smith - 1,216 ASSET; and ATH Dennis Thames - 1,240 ASSET.
SURPRISE PLAYERS: Montrell Conner, Chris White, Sam Watts, Deontae Skinner, Gabriel Jackson,  Leon Berry, Heath Hutchins, Maurice Langston.
BULLDOG PARADE ALL-AMERICANS: Russell.
MAX EMFINGER ALL-AMERICANS: Russell, Perkins, McPhee, Cox, and Thames.
  

24. NEBRASKA – 1,163.33 Points
 

 




QB Cody Green 
In only his first full year in recruiting Cornhuskers, new Head Coach Bo Pelini has done a remarkable job in seeking and getting some very talented recruits. Coach Pelini did it on the field with a great 10-4 season, by turning the Cornhusker program around and now he will be able to reap the benefits of getting better players. It all starts at quarterback and there are not too many anywhere in the country than Texan Cody Green. Consider that he passed for 3,226 yards and 36 touchdowns and ran for another 1,543 yards and 27 touchdowns and you are saying: Wow! Green also completed 65.5 per cent of his passes. Chris Williams is another West Texas middle linebacker who was selected to the Parade All-American Team this season. On film Williams is sensational as is DE Jason Ankrah. The surprises of this class could be FS Lazarri Middleton, CB Dijon Washington, NG Thaddeus Randle, DT Cole Pensick, and FS Andrew Green. JUCO CB DeJon Gomes could also surprise on defense. Dontrayevous Robinson can play either running back or fullback and Rex Burkhead may be one of the best Super Combine Freaks in the country with a 38 VJ and an incredible 3.85 in the pro-agility shuttle. JUCO WR Brandon Kinnie is a 6-3 receiver who could also be Special. 
FUTURE CORNHUSKER ALL-AMERICANS & ASSET RATING: QB Cody Green - 1,256 ASSET; MLB Chris Williams - 1,240 ASSET; DE Jason Ankrah - 1,226 ASSET; AP Rex Burkhead - 1,240 Asset; and WR Brandon Kinnie - 1,208 ASSET.
SURPRISE PLAYERS: Dejon Gomes, Andrew Green, Lazarri Middleton, Cole Pensick, Brent Qvale, Thaddeus Randle, Dontrayevous Robinson, Jeremiah Sirles, Dijon Washington, and Jesse Coffey.
CORNHUSKER PARADE ALL-AMERICANS: Williams.
MAX EMFINGER ALL-AMERICANS: Green, Williams, and Burkhead.
25. WEST VIRGINIA - 1,158.87 Points 




 WR Logan Heastie
When new Head Coach Bill Stewart took over the Mountaineer football program last year, he did not have a full season to recruit his type of players, but this year recruiting season, he has had one full year to recruit. This is one of the best, overall, recruiting years in awhile for the Mountaineers. It all starts with a Parade All-American quarterback and one of the best big wide receivers in the country. Eugene Smith is the quarterback from Florida and he is unbelievable on his highlight film. Smith has a great arm, is very accurate, and he is a mobile quarterback who can run. Logan Heastie is the All-American Flanker and he is also a Super Combine Freak. Heastie  is 6-3 and runs a 4.34 in the forty, has a 38 VJ, a 4.29 in the shuttle, and does a 115 standing broad jump. Another future Mountaineer  All-American is Tavon Austin who is a threat to score on any kick or reception. Austin is 5-8, 170, and runs around a 4.4. Two other  good-looking wide receivers are Stedman Bailey and Deon Long. Already in school is JUCO All-American DE Tevita Finau. Potential players for the offensive line include Pat Eger, Nick Kindler, Curtis Feight, Jordan Weingart, Cole Bowers, and Ryan Spiker. Eger, Kindler, Bowers, and Feight are all  6-6 and with great growth potential. The secondary will welcome CB Michael Carter, Brodrick Jenkins,  and Jon Scott from Florida; CB Darwin Cook from Ohio, and Terence Garvin from Maryland. FB Shawne Alston and RB Daquan Hargrett could surprise on offense. LB Chris Snook and DT Dom Davenport could be surprises on defense.
FUTURE MOUNTAINEER ALL-AMERICANS & ASSET RATING: WR Logan Heastie - 1,269 ASSET; QB Eugene Smith - 1,266 ASETET; DE Tevita Finau - 1,225 ASSET; and AP Tavon Austin - 1,240 ASSET.
SURPRISE PLAYERS: Jordan Weingart, Ryan Spiker, Shawn Alston, Stedman Bailey, Cole Bowers, Michael Carter, Darwin Cook, Pat Eger, Curtis Feight, Terence Garvin, Daquan Hargrett, Brodrick Jenkins, Chris Snook, Jon Scott, Deon Long, and Nick Kindler.
MOUNTAINEER  PARADE ALL-AMERICANS: Smith.
MAX EMFINGER ALL-AMERICANS: Smith, Heastie, Austin, and Finau.
 

26. OKLAHOMA STATE - 1,156.07 Points 




 RB Dexter Pratt
It is hard to believe that it has taken all of this time to get to the Oklahoma State Cowboys. What is totally amazing is that this may turn out to be one of the best recruiting classes in the country. Head Coach Mike Gundy has this Cowboys class filled with great athletes and Super Combine Freaks. It also has one of the best athletic quarterbacks in the country in Joe Mitchell; one of the top running backs in the country in Dexter Pratt; and one of the best offensive linemen in the prep ranks in Brandon Webb and another one in the JUCO ranks in Anthony Morgan. Mitchell played mostly safety as a junior, but he developed his passing skills in the summer. He weighs 225 and runs a 4.47 in the forty and has personal bests of 4.2 in the shuttle, 40 VJ, and a 121 in the SBJ. Mitchell  had incredible stats as a senior quarterback. Pratt is another sensational running back for the Cowboys and he recorded a 41 inch vertical jump last summer. LB Jordan Barnes is another Super Combine Freak with personal bests of 4.5 in the forty, a 38 VJ, and a 4.25 shuttle. Webb may be the biggest story with a 4.2 in the pro-agility shuttle and weighing 320 or better. Surprises on defense for the Cowboys include CB Demontre Hurst, CB Daytawion Lowe, CB Andrae May, LB LaRon Furr, DE Andrew Hutson, DE David Paulsen, LB Colton Richardson, and DE Anthony Rogers. Hutson has a 4.3 in the shuttle to his credit. Jeremy Smith could surprise at running back and Clint Chelf and Charlie Moore are two other athletic quarterbacks who could surprise. JUCO players, already on campus and could surprise include DT Horace Hubbard, DE Darius Hart, and FS Andrew McGee. Morgan is also on campus.
FUTURE COWBOY ALL-AMERICANS & ASSET RATING: RB Dexter Pratt - 1,89 ASSET; QB Joe Mitchell - 1,260 ASSET; MLB Jordan Barnes - 1,240 ASSET; OG Brandon Webb - 1,250 ASSET; OG Anthony Morgan - 1,255 ASSET; and CB Demonte Hurst - 1,203 ASSET.
SURPRISE PLAYERS: LaRon Furr, Andrew Hutson, Daytawion Lowe, Andrae May, Charlie Moore. Clint Chelf, Tracy, Moore, David Paulsen, Colton Richardson, Anthony Rogers, Andrew McGee, Horace Hubbard, Darius Hart, and Jeremy Smith. 
MAX EMFINGER ALL-AMERICANS: Pratt, Mitchell, Webb, Morgan, and Barnes.



